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AMENDMENTS TO THF, CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

!■ (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 
combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; • 
a saddle member movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the housing for moving the saddle member relat ve to the 
housing, wherein the saddle member moves generally transverse to the elongate member; and 
an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member. 

2. (Currently Amended) The A-clamp of claim) 1 for olamping i fln e l o n g rim mntwb Af 
comprieing - in - combination ? 

ft housing for r e c e iving the elongat e m e mb er* 

a-e addl e m e mb e r movo&Iy mount e d r e lfttivo to the homa Bgj 

a - l e ver ooop e mting - with th e houoing for - moving th e onddlo member relotwo - to * th e 
houoing , wherein the lever cooperates with a housing cam surface on the housing, tibs housing 
cam surface having at least two discrete surface area s; ond 

nn engaging surfac e for ongagjng th e e longato mom befr. 


03 

rn 
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-o 
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3. (Original) The clamp of claim 2, wherein the housing cam surface defines at least 
two lever locking positions for engaging the elongate membe^. 

i 

! 

4. (Cancelled) 


5. (Previously Presented) The clamp of claim !l, wherein the engaging surface is 
integrated into the saddle member for engaging the elongate Member. 

i 

i 

i 
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I 

I 

6. (Previously Presented) The clamp of claim) 1, wherein the engaging surface is 

i 

integrated into the housing for engaging the elongate membek - . 

7. (Previously Presented) The clamp of claim 1, wherein engaging surfaces are 
integrated into both the saddle member and the housing for engaging the elongate member. 

8. (Original) The clamp of claim 1 wherein (the engagi ng surface is formed to 
engage at least a portion of a periphery of the elongate memtjer. 

9. (Original) The clamp of claim 1 wherein at least a portion os a lengthvdse cross- 
section of the engaging surface is non-linear, 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Original) The clamp of claim 1 wherein thfe lever is pivotebly attached to the 
saddle member in a slot, the slot being formed in the saddle member andllhaving at least two 
distinct positions allowing the lever to pivot from at least twol positions. 

12. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 
combination: 

! 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; 
a saddle member movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the housing for moving (he saddle member relative to' the 
housing, wherein the lever is pivotably attached to the saddle member in a. slot, the slot being 
formed in the lever and having at least two distinct positions) allowing the lever to pivot from at 
least two positions; and 

t 

an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member. 
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13. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 


combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; 
a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the platen relative to ithe housing, wherein 
the platen is moved generally transverse to the elongate member; and 
an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member. 


14. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 
combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; 

a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the platen relative to “the housing, wherein 
the lever includes a lever cam surface having at least one facet cooperating with the platen; and 

an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member. 

15. (Original) The clamp of claim 14, wherein the lever cam surface defines at! least 
one lever locking position for engaging the elongate member. 

16. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 
combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member, 

i 

a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the platen relative to<the housing, wherein 
the lever cooperates with at least a portion of a platen cam surface on the platen, the ulaten cam 
surface being nonplanar in at least a portion of its surface area; and 

an eng a ging surface for engaging the elongate member. 

J 

i 

i 

$ 

Page 4 of 16 \ 


PAGE 7119* RCVD AT 111312006 6:28:03 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO*EFXRF-6124* DNIS:2?38300 * CSID:13124635001 * DURATION (mm-ss):07-18 



01/13/2006 17:29 FAX 13124635001 


BANNER & WITCOFF 


111 008/0 


Appla. No.: 09/994,088 

Amendment dated January 13, 2006 

Reply to Office Action mailed October 13.2005 

17. (Original) The clamp of claim 16, wherein the platen cam surface defines at; least 
two lever locking positions for engaging the elongate membdr. 

18. (Original) The clamp of claim 13, wherein the lever is pivotably attached to the 
housing. 

19. (Previously Presented) The clamp of claim tl3, wherein the enga ging surface is 
integrated into the platen for engaging the elongate member.: 

i 

20. (Previously Presented) The clamp of claim 113, wherein the enga ging surface is 
integrated into the housing for engaging the elongate membef. 

21. (Previously Presented) The clamp of claim 13, wherein engaging surfaces are 
integrated into both the platen and the housing for engaging the elongate member. 

22. (Original) The clamp of claim 13 wherein fthe engaging surface is bimed to 
engage at least a portion of a periphery of the elongate member. 

23. (Original) The clamp of claim 13 wherein at lfeast a portion o*'a lengthwise cross- 
section of the engaging surface is non-linear. 

24. (Cancelled) 


25. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising m 
combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member, 
a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen, for moving the plajten relative to Die housing, wherein 
at least one spring suspends the platen when the lever is in an ppen, unengaged, position; and 
an engaging surface for engaging the elongate membet. 
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I 

26. (Original) The clamp of claim 25, whereifr the spring includes any number, 

variety and combination of coil spring, leaf spring or resilient chemical comnound. 

i 

27. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 
combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; 
a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the pljaten relative to the housing, wherein 
the lever is pivotably attached to the housing member in a slot, the slot being formed in the 

l 

housing and having at least two distinct positions allowing jthe lever to pivot from a least two 
positions; and i 

an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member. 

} 

i 

28. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 

combination: j 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; 
a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; J 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the plkten relative to ilhe housing, wherein 

i 

the lever is pivotably attached to the housing member in a slot, the slot being formed i 1 the lever 
and having at least two distinct positions allowing the lever Ito pivot from a*: least two positions; 
and 

an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member. 



/ 
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29. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 
combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; 

a saddle member movably mounted relative to the hopsing; 

a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the sladdle member and platen relative to 
the housing, wherein the saddle member and the platen move generally transverse to the elongate 
member, and 

i 

an engaging surface for enga ging the elongate member. 

30. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 
combination: 

i 

a housing for receiving the elongate member, 

a saddle member movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the shddle member and platen relative to 
the housing, wherein the lever includes a lever cam surface having at least wne facet cooperating 
with the platen; and 

an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member. 

31. (Original) The clamp of claim 30, wherein the lever cam surface defines at .least 
one lever locking position for engaging the elongate member. 
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32. (Previously Presented) A clamp for damping an elongate member comprising in 

combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; 

i 

a saddle member movably mounted relative to the housing; 
a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the saddle member and platen relative to 
the housing, wherein the lever cooperates with at least a pqrtion of a platen cam surface on the 
platen, the platen cam surface being nonplanar in at least a portion of its sun ace area; tnd 
an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member. 

33. (Original) The clamp of claim 32, wherein tike platen cam surface defines at least 
two lever locking positions for engaging the elongate member. 

34. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clampiz^ an elongate member comprising in 

I 

combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; ' 
a saddle member movably mounted relative to the hokising; 
a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the saddle member ind platen relative to 
the housing, wherein the lever is pivotably attached to the saddle member, and 
an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member. 

35. (Previously Presented) The clamp of claim-29, wherein the engaging surface is 
integrated into the platen for engaging the elongate member. 

i 

36. (Previously Presented) The clamp of claim 129, wherein thu engaging surface is 

l 

integrated into the saddle member for engaging the elongate knember. 
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37. (Previously Presented) The clamp of claiirl 29, wherein engaging surfaces are 
integrated into both the platen and the saddle member for engaging the elongate member. 

38. (Original) The clamp of claim 29, wherein the engaging surface is formed to 
engage at least a portion of a periphery of the elongate member. 

39. (Original) The clamp of claim 29, wherein at least a portion of a engthwise 
cross-section of the engaging surface is non-linear. 

40. (Cancelled) 

41. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 

combination: , 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; | 

i 

a saddle member movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the saddle member and platen relative to 
the housing, wherein at least one spring suspends the platen when the ever is in an open, 
unengaged, position; and 

an engaging surface for engaging the elongate membdr. 

42. (Original) The clamp of claim 41, wherein the spring includes any number, 
variety and combination of coil spring, leaf spring or resilient chemical compound. 

i 

43. (Original) The clamp of claim 29 wherein the lever is pivoiably attached to the 
saddle member in a slot, the slot being formed in the saddle member andeihaving at least:two 
distinct positions allowing the lever to pivot from at least twol positions. 
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44. (Previously Presented) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in 
combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; 
a saddle member movably mounted relative to the housing; 
a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the platen for moving the saddle member and platen relative to 
the housing, wherein the lever is pivotably attached to the saddle member incia slot, the slot being 
formed in the lever and having at least two distinct position^ allowing the Inver to pivot from at 
least two positions; and 

an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member. 

45. (Cancelled). j 

46. (Original) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in combination: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; ' 

a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 
an engaging surface for engaging the elongate membdr; and 
means for selectively moving the platen relative to the housing. 

47. (Original) A clamp for clamping an elongate member comprising in combination: 
a housing for receiving the elongate member; 

a platen movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a saddle member movable mounted relative to the housing; 

an engaging surface for engaging the elongate member; and 

means for selectively moving the platen and saddle member relative to the housing. 

Claims 48-51. (Cancelled). 
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52. (Original) A method of clamping an elongate member using a medical device 
comprising in combination the steps of: 

inserting an end of the elongate member into a clamping device; and 
applying a clamping force to the elongate member through a platen. 

t 

53. (Cancelled) 

inserting an end of the elongate member through the body of a cable tensioner and 
clamping device housing; i 

applying a clamping force to the elongate member through a saddle member; and 
using the cable tensioner to apply tension to the elongate member. 

55. (Previously Presented) A method of clamping an elongate member in a medical 
device comprising in combination the steps of: ; 

inserting an end of the elongate member through ihe body of a cable tensioner and 
clamping device housing; 

applying a clamping force to the elongated member though a platen; and 
using the cable tensioner to apply tension to the elongate member. 
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56. (Previously Presented) A system of clamping an elongated member, comprising: 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; j 

a saddle member movably mounted relative to the housing; 

a lever cooperating with the housing for moving fche saddle member relat ve to the 
housing; 

an engaging surface for engaging the elongate membdr, 

i 

a first coupling surface on the housing; and : 

a tensioning tool configured with a second coupling surface, whereby the second 
coupling surface interfaces with the first coupling surface so as to allow thr tensioning tool and 
housing to be assembled. I 

i 

57. (Previously Presented) The system of claiih 56 wherein the first and second 
coupling surfaces housing are configured to be releasably assembled. 

i 

I 

58. (Previously Presented) A system of clamping an elongated member, comp rising ’ 

a housing for receiving the elongate member; 

a saddle member movably mounted relative to the hoiising; 

a lever cooperating with the housing for moving the saddle member relative to the 
housing; j 

an engaging surface for engaging the elongate membef; and 

a tensioning tool configured to assemble to the housing, wherein the tensioning tool in 
operation can cause a tension force to be exerted on the elongated member. 

59. (Previously Presented) The system of claim! 58, wherein the tensioning tool is 
configured to releasably assemble to the housing. 
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